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REFORMATION SUNDAY 
   On Sunday, October 25 the Church will be celebrating 
an annual tradition in the Protestant Church called 
Reformation Sunday.  This is when we remember the 
Reformed Traditions which helped to form our faith as 
people of the Presbyterian church.  It is on this Sunday 
that we recall the work of Martin Luther as he nailed his 
reasons for the church to reform and change.  It could 

have cost him his life in doing so. 
   In this age of speed and movement we often forget the important part that the Reformation 
played in who we are as a church and denomination.  In light of this truth the General Assembly 
224 set aside this year’s Reformation Sunday as a day for the “whole church to commit to 
continuous discernment of how to meet the social justice, economic, and spiritual challenges of 
the pandemic.”  We are a part of that commitment. 

Back to Sunday School….. 
   We are gearing our church to try and start our Youth and Children’s 
Sunday School at 10:00AM on October 18.  We will follow the Coding 
Used for the Schools and attendance.  We will also be mindful of the 
changes in our area as we attempt to open back Sunday School.  If it is not 
possible to come back in-person, then there will be an attempt to try other 
means.  (Information on the Fall Bible Study on Page 2). 
 

Congregation Called Meeting 
   On Sunday, November 1 the Clifton Church will have its Annual Congregational Meeting at 
12:00 Noon.  The purpose of the meeting is to act on the recommendations from the Nominating 
Committee concerning Elders to serve on the Session, and to put the names of others for 
positions in the work of the church before the people of the church.  This should not be a long 
meeting.  It is important that there is a quorum of Clifton members present for this meeting.  We 
must have at least 25 persons of full membership present.  If you are not present for the worship 
of that day, you may certainly come to the Fellowship Hall by 12:00 noon to avoid any crowd for 
the meeting.  As per order of our Session, and in awareness of this pandemic there will be social 
distancing maintained, and there will be a requirement of a face covering.  We want to maintain 
as much safety as possible. 
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Office 
Ramblings 
   To paraphrase a line 
from Bob Dylan, “the 
leaves they are a 
changin’”.  Folks it is 
Autumn and like it or not 
we are going to be 
experiencing colder weather soon.  We can all hope 
for a mild winter, but given that winter is coming in 
the Year 2020, who knows what to expect.  I just 
know that it is time to get ready.  I hope that your 
crops are all in from the fields and gardens, and that 
everything is ready.  I had better start getting my 
firewood together, but I am always late on that one.   

 
September is normally a busy month of so many 
events taking place at the church.  Due to C-19 
though it has been of course different.  One of the 
big events of the month was our final Vespers in the 
Park on September 9.  This was a Peace Vespers 
Service, and I could feel great peace as we sang and 
watched the Sun going down over Weaver’s Knob.  
A big thanks to all who helped with those services 
this year.  I think that come next year this is 
something that maybe should be continued whether 
or not we are in a pandemic situation. 

 
The Session had a special called meeting on 
September 27 to pass on minute notes and policy 
manual changes.  One of those policy changes has 
to do with Virtual and Hybrid Virtual meetings.  A 
vote was taken, and now we can officially do just 
those kind of meetings by our policy.  There is more 
information about this change on page 4 as Houston 
Arbuckle, Clerk, share the information. 

 
Please be aware that our church is used for many 
activities during the week.  One of those this year is 
that once again becoming a polling place.  On 
Tuesday, Nov. 3, Clifton is the polling place for the 
Maxwelton Precinct.  While usually this is a normal 
operation, with the virus floating around it is wise to 
be mindful of such.  First you should try to avoid 
using the church of that day if possible; and 
secondly know that there will be a total sanitizing of 
the space before the next Sunday.  Also after the use 

of the space for the Election, there will be windows 
opened, and the space aired to make sure that it is 
safe for the next Sunday.  All for now….-Ron 

 
FALL BIBLE STUDY 

   On Wednesday evening, October 28 at 7:00pm we 
are going to try to start our Fall Bible Study.  For 
now this study will be done in some virtual form.  
The lessons this year will be on theme related to our 
Matthew 25 programing.  The first series of Studies 
will be October 28; Nov. 4; Nov. 11; Nov. 18; and 
then a Time of Prayer Thansgiving on No. 25.    
   From this study time will shall move then into this 
year’s Advent Study starting on Dec. 2; Dec. 9; and 
Dec. 16 being the last Study before the Christmas 
Season.  More on this as the time draws nigh.   
****************************************** 

 
                                                                   (photo by Larry Davis) 

This is a great picture of the final Vesper’s in the 
Park Services on September 9.  The Vesper 
Services did not have big crowds, but the Spirit was 
full.  This last Vesper Service was on the emphasis 
of our Season of Peace.   
   There were three service held this year ending just 
as the Sun was setting.  The 1st Service had our 
meditation done by the Rev. Stephen Baldwin of the 
Ronceverte Presbyterian Church; the 2nd Service 
featured the wonderfully lifting music in the 
devotions by Liselotte Heil and her mountain fiddle; 
and the final was a meditation of the Season of 
Peace.   Many have requested that the church 
consider doing this again next Summer.    
   What next at the Park?  We are always striving for 
new ways to gather and to celebrate as a church.  
The Park is a great place to get together. 
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Session Report for September 13, 2020 by Houston 
Arbuckle, Clerk of Session 

     Due to the Session’s desire to limit COVID-19 spread 
the Session of Clifton Presbyterian Church, Maxwelton, 
WV, met in a conference call for the stated September 
meeting on Sunday, September 13, 2020 at 1:00 p.m. 
Those present by telephone were moderator, Susan 
Sharp Campbell; temporary pastor, Ron Miller; session 
members: Venetta Wright, Jim Miller, Suzy Meadows, 
Carol Hoover, Larry Davis, Teresa Bostic, Lynne Bostic, 
and Houston Arbuckle, Clerk of Session.  Kereshmeh 
Kashefian was excused.  
     Moderator, Susan Sharp Campbell, opened the 
meeting with prayer and declared a quorum. The minutes 
of the August 2, 2020 stated session meeting were 
approved.   
     The financial report for July 2020 was received:  The 
General fund showed an excess income of just $67.32. 
The Memorial fund received $400.00 from donations for 
use of the park and paid out $260.00 leaving a balance of 
$46,482.67 The Cents-Ability offering for July was $88.00 

The Clerk reported the average worship attendance 
for August was 16 and the average number of Facebook 
viewers was 234. 

The session gave Jimmy Scott’s daughter, Mary 
Ellen, permission to use a Sunday school room to tutor 
her sister’s grandchildren as they take classes on-line. 
Mary Ellen will assume full responsibility for the students 
and the cleanliness of the classroom.  

Suzy Meadows, Chair of the Christian Education 
Committee recommended the following Sunday School 
classes, teachers, and curriculum: The Children’s 
Class—Suzy Meadows; “Route 66”; Rachel Lewis 
Class—Venetta Wright; “The Present Word”; Seekers—
Houston Arbuckle; “The Thoughtful Christian”.  

She also reported that she would resume teaching 
the children’s Sunday school class in mid-October. 
She will follow the WV Department of Education Alert 
System map to determent if the children’s class would 
meet in the church building. The starting dates for the 
other classes have not been set. 

Lynne Bostic, Chair of the Congregational Care 
Committee, reported that the Congregational Care 
Committee is working on updating the Church directory, 
and a “get to know a member” section for the church’s 
newsletter. Committee member, Alice Roth, is regularly 
helping to get the newsletter mailed.  

Carol Hoover, Chair of the Fellowship, reported 
that the committee members who normally prepare 
“Gwen’s Meals’ were unable to fix the September meals 
due to illness. Therefore, the local IGA prepared the 
meals for the committee. The session approved $299.00 
payment for their service. 

Larry Davis, Chair of the Mission Committee 
reported the Mission Committee, approved another 
donation to the Greater Greenbrier Long Term Recovery 
Committee in the amount of $750. There was $56 
donated at the “Matthew 25 clothes give away”. This was 
given to the Lewisburg/Fairlea Food Locker. 

Kereshmeh Kashefian, Chair of the Outreach 
Committee: The Outreach Committee purchased two 
microphones form the committee’s budget to improve the 
sound of our Facebook broadcasts. 

Pastor Ron Miller reported the summer vesper 
services were fairly well attended and meaningful to 
those present. He plans for Clifton to join a state wide 
“Matthew 25” group that is intended to share ideas. He 
also expressed his appreciated for the help of Alice Roth 
with the “Clifton Messenger”. 

In Other BUSINESS session approved changes in 
Clifton’s Manual of Operations recommended by the 
Presbytery of WV which allow electronic and telephone 
conference call meetings to conduct the business of 
Clifton Presbyterian Church. 

The following meeting dates were approved: 
September 27—Called Session meeting to ratify the 
actions taken in the past conference call meetings; 
October 4—Stated October Session meeting, November 
1—Annual Congregational Meeting. 

Pastoral concerns of the church were discussed and 
Ron Miller adjourned the meeting with the prayer  

 Prayer Concerns  
Sam Romano, Brownie Dunn, Sue Wyman, 
Buddy Baker, Marie Reynolds, Max Gibson, 
Margert Hedrick, Becky Godby, Hale Arbuckle, 
Charles & Jean Moody, Wilma Reynolds, Mary 
Elmore, Sue Larson, Jenny McClung, Covid-19 
infections, the Nation at this time, the children 
and teachers and staff a schools, Our church, 
The Crossroads Committee, and others illnesses 
and despair and sickness 

SESSION NEWS and NOTES 
By R. Houston Arbuckle, Clerk of Session 
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Electronic Meetings  

by Houston Arbuckle, Clerk of Session 
   Roberts Rules states that electronic meetings are 
permitted if the bylaws of the organization grants 
permission. All meetings affiliated with PCUSA 
are to follow Roberts Rules, therefore, any decision 
made outside of an “in-person” meeting required 
ratification at an “in person” meeting. This 
requirement caused few problems before the 
COVID-19 pandemic. However, over the last few 
months it has become clear that our bylaws (contain 
in our “Manual of Operations”) needed to allow for 
electronic meetings. It is also important that the 
other principles of Presbyterian government be 
guarded. That is that all meeting are to be open and 
accessible to all the members and there is be an 
opportunity for discussion and discernment in order 
to seek the will of Christ. The Presbytery of WV 
recommended language for such a bylaw and 
Clifton’s session passed this recommendation on 
September 13th and ratified it on September 27th. 

Here are some of the major points of this 
bylaw:  

• Electronic [and telephone 
conference call] meetings may be 
held to conduct business by the 
session and committees of Clifton 
Presbyterian Church. 

• Ordinarily meetings of the 
congregation should be in person. 
Electronic [and telephone 
conference call] meetings may be 
held to conduct business by the 
congregation of Clifton 
Presbyterian Church. When 
considering whether to meet 

traditionally or by electronic [or 
telephone conference call] 
alternative, consideration should be 
made regarding the best way to 
complete the business at hand, the 
safety of those gathering, and the 
cost, both financial cost and the cost 
of time to the members of the session 
or committee. 

• Electronic [and telephone 
conference call] meetings are 
permissible only if every member 
can access the technology that 
allows participation in the meeting.  

• Notice for electronic [or 
telephone conference call] meeting 
shall be the same as a call for an in- 
person meeting of the congregation. 
Instructions on how to participate 
technologically shall accompany the 
call for the meeting. 

• A quorum for an electronic [or 
telephone conference call] meeting 
shall be the same as traditional 
meetings.  

• Meetings held electronically or 
by conference call abide by the same 
policies and procedures as in person 
meetings. 

 
Please Note:  Sunday, November 1 at 
12:00 noon is the called time for our 
Congregational Meeting as a Church.  It 
is important that we have a quorum of 
members of the Church (28) in order to 
conduct this important meeting.  The 
agenda will be posted in the weekly 
bulletin.  We will be attempting to use 
this new policy in the conducting of 
business if necessary. 
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Adventures In Learning Greenbrier 
and Meadow River Valley 

 This FALL our classes will be offered via the 
Zoom Platform of online meetings. We will have 
classes Monday thru Thursday with one class per 
time slot. With one class an hour, you may be able 
to try out a class that you have not had the chance to 
try before. Every attempt has been made to offer a 
variety of classes. You may take as many classes as 
you like. There will be no registration fee, but we 
do ask you to consider a donation to Shepherd's 
Center for this service. Once you register online, 
mail in, or by phone, you will be emailed a meeting 
ID number and password for each individual class. 
These will remain the same for the duration of the 
session. If you do not have email, we will call you 
with the information to log onto a meeting. Be 
comfortable in joining our secure Zoom platform as 
the sessions are password protected.   
 
Teresa Bostic, Executive Director  
304-645-4196 
Sarah Polk, Administrative Assistant  
Shepherd’s Center of Greenbrier Valley  
PO Box 54, Lewisburg, WV 24901 
 
“WE KNOW WHAT YOU ARE THINKING, I HAVE 
NEVER USED ZOOM; I CAN'T DO THIS! YES, 
YOU CAN! YOU CAN LOG ONTO A ZOOM 
MEETING VIA YOUR COMPUTER, TABLET, 
SMART PHONE OR YOU CAN EVEN CALL IN 
ON YOUR LANDLINE PHONE. DURING THE 
MONTH OF AUGUST, TERESA OR SARAH WILL 
HAVE PRACTICE SESSIONS THAT YOU MAY 
PARTICIPATE IN. THEY CAN ALSO WORK ONE 
ON ONE WITH YOU IF NECESSARY TO MAKE 
SURE YOU CAN JOIN IN THE FUN. WE HOPE 
YOU TRY OUT THIS NEW WAY TO MEET AND 
WE HOPE TO BE BACK IN PERSON AS SOON AS 
WE SAFELY CAN.” 
 
 

'Better Together in 2020' 
SCA Virtual Conference 

Open and free of charge for all Adventures in 
Learning participants -- five days of a virtually 
amazing national conference! ZOOM Conference  

Presentations 1:00 - 4:00 
Networking Opportunities 4:30 - 5:30 

 
Wednesday, October 21 

"Reframing the New Normal" 
Friday, October 23 

Social Isolation" 
Monday, October 26 

"Future of Funding for Aging 
Services" 

Wednesday, October 28 
"Creative Programs and Services" 

Friday ,October 30 
"Lives Well Lived-Documentary 

 

 
2020 Community Service Award Recipients 

Rich and Judy Lohmeyer 
 
(Ed. Note:  We will be trying to keep you informed 
as to the work of the Shepherd Center each month 
in our Newsletter as we as a church are a very 
active supporter of this ministry.  Not only is the 
Executive Director a member of our Church and 
Session, but we as a church have supported this 
ministry from early in its development.  It is a part 
of our mission as a church.) 
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Building God’s House of Peace 

Congregations of many denominations extend the 
peace of Christ with a blessing during their service. 
“The peace of Christ be with you (and also with 
you).” It is a blessing offered and a blessing 
returned in kind. Let’s try it out: When I say “the 
peace of Christ be with You,” you say,  “and also 
with you.” “The Peace of Christ be with you” 
(“and also with you”). The peace of Christ is part of 
what our faith offers to us. Extending the peace of 
Christ is part of an active, engaged faith—a witness 
to what it means for us to be building the household 
of God. 

In God’s house, there are people of every 
background. In God’s house, there are people of 
every race, age and gender. In God’s house, people 
who are different from each other in almost every 
way live together and seek ways to bring about 
Christ’s peace in every part of our lives. We speak 
out and claim the truth in Second Thessalonians, 
“May the Lord of peace himself give you peace at 
all times in all ways.” In our church gatherings, we 
practice offering Christ’s peace, trusting that the 
blessing offered will also be returned.  

On World Communion Sunday, we celebrate that 
Christ’s peace extends throughout all creation. We 
celebrate that we are all together at the table, in 
God’s house. We celebrate that we are offered what 
we need to continue the work of building the 
household of God with active peacemakers here at 
home and around the world.   

We take action today by offering a blessing of our 
own. Through our participation in the Peace & 
Global Witness Offering, our church is extending 
Christ’s peace throughout our community—25 
percent of the gifts received will stay right here at 
the church to build God’s house alongside our 
mission concerns in this place. Twenty-five percent 

will support regional efforts in our mid councils, 
and 50 percent will go the Presbyterian Mission 
Agency for its ministries of education and 
partnership with active peacemakers all around the 
world.  

Peacemakers in places like Cameroon, where 
violence and conflict threaten, peacemakers 
providing ministries of reconciliation inside prison 
walls, and peacemakers seeking to eradicate 
diseases like HIV-AIDS and their impacts on the 
most vulnerable, all gather with us at the table in 
God’s house, and greet us, saying, “The peace of 
Christ be with you” (let the people respond “and 
also with you.”) 

Please give generously. 

Prayer: 

Extend your peace to us, O Christ, that we might 
build places of kindness and generosity, 
reconciliation and compassion. May our gifts join 
our voices in blessing all of creation with your 
justice and peace, at all times, in all ways. Amen. 

Ed. Note:  Our church will be taking this 
offering on Sunday mornings during the time of 
worship throughout October.  It is a way to 
make a difference here and in the world.  It is 
who we are as a living church.   
****************************************** 

 
 
Every Sunday Morning on Facebook Live and also 
on You Tube.  Join us on-line if you cannot make 
worship in person.   
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Oct. 4 
Cents-ability Offering 

World Communion Sunday 
Peace & Global Witness 

Offering 
 

Oct. 12 
Columbus Day 

 
Oct. 16 

World Food Day 
 

Oct. 18 
Sunday School Kick-Off 

 
Oct. 25 

Reformation Sunday 
 

 Oct. 28 
Start of Fall Bible Study  
(In-Person and Virtual is the plan) 

Church Office Hours each Thursday 
9:00am –1:00pm  

(Unless announced Otherwise) 

 
 
 

Christmas Is Coming 

 
   In this time of the pandemic we have 
many changes that have taken place in our 
lives.  We have also had some great 
opportunities.   
   Now we are wanting to create another 
opportunity for an exciting time of ministry 
for our church.  Get those creative thought 
gears turning.  We are seeking your ideas for 
the Christmas Season.  Is there a way in 
your mind that we can celebrate the Advent 
Season and Christmas Events in a different 
and safe fashion for us all?  Are there ideas 
that you have we can try so that ministry 
may not be the way it has always been, but it 
is even more exciting?  Think about those 
ideas and share them with the Worship 
Committee or the office.  This could be our 
greatest celebration ever!! 

 
Contributors and Help with October Newsletter 
Larry Davis 
Houston Arbuckle 
Teresa Bostic 
Alice Roth-Once again prepared our Newsletters to 
be mailed..   

 



 
Next Issue November 2020 

Nov. 1-All Saints’ Day 
Congregational Meeting 

Nov.3-Election Day 
Nov. 11-Veteran’s Day 

Nov. 22-Christ the King Sunday 
Nov. 26-Thanksgiving Day 

Nov. 28-Hanging of the Greens 
Nov. 29-1st Sunday of Advent 

 
See you at the Church (or On-line) 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Clifton Presbyterian Church 
PO Box 200           

16512 Seneca Trail North          
Maxwelton, WV 24957   
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