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   You do not need to be reminded that this is a different kind of year.  Our Advent and Christmas 
events have changed drastically, but we are still going to be as “merry” as possible.  As you read 
some of the pages in this Newsletter your will realize the changes for our church, but we still 
celebrate.   
   Christmas caroling will not be done in homes or nursing homes.  The Christmas Eve Candle 
Lighting Service is virtual now (see page 2); The Come & Go Communion on Christmas Eve is 
no more (see page 2); there will be no Christmas fellowships; and there is a great absence of 
singing in the church but we are looking to be as safe as possible using the alternatives.  It is still 
so especially important in all of this that we can wish all of you: 

Merry Christmas 
May you have the most fulfilling of holidays… 

 
 
 
 

 
We are a Matthew 25 Church!!! 

(See Matthew 25 Story on Page 5) 

The Clifton Messenger 
Clifton Presbyterian Church 
https://www.cliftonpresbyterianchurch.com 
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Office 
Ramblings 
   There is always so much 
to do as this newsletter 
comes due each month, 
and it appears that I am 
always running just 
behind.  The last piece I 
write is usually this rambling, and I am trying to 
make sure it is done soon.  I have much on my mind 
and prayer lips as I write this at this time.  I had just 
heard of the fires in Williamsburg and Asbury.  
What a sadness in this time of hope and peace and 
joy and love.   

** 
Our Zoom Bible Studies are leaving a bit to be 
desired from my part.  I have a difficult time 
managing the technology of it all.  But it is much 
safer way to study at the moment.  I do look 
forward when we return to some new normal. 

*** 
Thanksgiving was different, and Christmas 
promises to much of the same.  Cindy and I had a 
dinner on the farm by ourselves due to not wanting 
to take any chances of infecting our children or 
grandchildren.  The only turkey we found that was 
thawed for the dinner weighed 22 pounds, one of 
the largest turkeys we have ever cooked for 
Thanksgiving.  Needless to say we do not intend to 
eat turkey for some time.  We made turkey 
everyway one could imagine, and we froze leftovers 
for meals rest of the winter.  Not sure what we are 
eating for Christmas, but one can be certain it is not 
turkey. 

**** 
A special thanks goes to Carol Hoover and her team 
as they decorated our church this year with the 
Hanging of the Greens.  Our sanctuary looks so 
wonderful.  It does brighten the Spirit. 

***** 
We continue to have live protected services, but we 
also encourage you not to attend the live services if 
you have any fear or hesitation due to Covid-19.  
The Session has voted to upgrade the video 
production technology of the services as pioneered 
for this church by Keresmeh, Victor and Nima.  We 
are trying to bring you the best we can on Facebook 
Live and You Tube.  Stay with us in the work. 
All for Now-Ron 

CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING 
   Every year on the 4th Sunday of Advent our 
church collects the Christmas Joy Offering.  As 
stated on the web site:  “The Christmas Joy 
Offering has been a cherished Presbyterian tradition 
since the 1930s. The Offering distributes gifts 
equally to the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and to Presbyterian-related schools and 
colleges equipping communities of color. The 
Assistance Program provides critical financial 
support to church workers and their families. 
Presbyterian-related schools and colleges provide 
education and leadership development while 
nurturing racial and ethnic heritage.”  It is our 
heritage to give and to support.  Let us give our 
Christmas gifts with Joy! 

 
   The service on Christmas Eve have been altered 
somewhat form what we are accustom to here at 
Clifton.   Due to Covid-19 we shall have a Virtual 
Candle Lighting Service on Christmas Eve.  There 
will be great music and the solemness of the candle 
lighting, but it will be done by each of you in you 
own homes.  When the evening has ended we 
encourage you to drink a cup of punch or eggnog in 
tune with the normal evening as if at church.   
   Last year we started a Come & Go Communion 
from 11:45 to midnight on Christmas Eve.  This 
year that too have been cancelled, but in its place 
we are having the church open from 9:00pm to 
Midnight for anyone who wishes to come on 
Christmas Eve for a time of quietness and 
contemplation in prayer.  There will be no 
communion served, but there will be a chance for 
the Spirit of God to move in your heart.   
   We are sorry for these changes, but we truly 
believe as a Session of the Clifton Church that this 
is the best way for us to celebrate this wonderful 
event.  We want you safe and away from danger.  
Join us on-line for the service. 

7:00 pm   
Virtual Candlelight Service 

(On-Line on Facebook page) 
9:00 pm-Midnight 

Church Open for Prayer and Contemplation 
Midnight 

Christmas Bell Ringing 
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   The Session of Clifton Presbyterian Church, 
Maxwelton, WV, met for the stated November meeting on 
Sunday November 8, 2020 at 12:00 noon. Those present 
in Clifton’s fellowship hall were moderator, Susan Sharp 
Campbell; session members: Larry Davis, Jim Miller, 
Suzy Meadows, and Houston Arbuckle, Clerk of Session. 
Those present by telephone were temporary pastor, Ron 
Miller and session members: Teresa Bostic, and Lynne 
Bostic.  Kereshmeh Kashefian, Carol Hoover and Venetta 
Wright were excused.  
     Moderator, Susan Sharp Campbell, opened the 
meeting with prayer and declared a quorum. The minutes 
of the October 4, 2020 stated session meeting and the 
November 1, 2020 Annual Congregational meeting were 
approved.  
    The financial report for September 2020 was received:  
The General fund took in $6,061.58 and expensed 
$5,257.88, showing an excess income of $803.70. The 
Memorial fund received $110.00 from donations for use 
of the park and $56.00 donations form the “clothing 
giveaway”. The fund paid out $260.00 plus $56.00 sent to 
Lewisburg/Fairlea Food Locker to leave a balance of 
$46,288.38  
 The Cents-Ability offering for September was $71.50. 
Stone Soup fund has a balance of $2,589.31. 

The Clerk reported the average worship attendance 
for October was 20 and the average number of Facebook 
viewers was 238. 

The Clerk was pleased to record the baptism of Beau 
Asher Byrd, son of Barrett Byrd and Raelyn Blake Byrd, 
as part of worship on November 1, 2020. Beau was born 
on April 28, 2020. 

Jim Miller, Chair of the Property Committee 
reported that he Buddy Baker and Richard Elmore had 
resumed their help with property maintenance. 

The Session approved the use of the Fellowship Hall 
for meetings of the club scout pack that Ryan Blake 
leads.   

Suzy Meadows, Chair of the Christian Education 
Committee and the “Matthew 25” Committee reported 
that the area “Matthew 25” group with members from 
Clifton, the First Presbyterian Church Dunbar and Bream 
Memorial Presbyterian (Charleston) would meet by Zoom 
on November 19,2020. Suzy also reported that the 
“Seeker” adult Sunday school classed was scheduled to 

begin meeting on Zoom and in the fellowship hall on 
November 17th.  

Larry Davis, Chair of the Mission Committee 
reported that at the Mission Committee meeting on 
October 15, Wellspring of Greenbrier was granted $150 
leaving $423 in the 2020 mission budget.  
 The committee also approved a donation of $1000 from 
the Stone Soup fund to a church member with a 
catastrophic medical condition. 

Outreach Committee--Houston Arbuckle reported 
that Joe Sharp of Sharp Video Production has offered to 
advise us if we want to set up a WiFi broadcasting 
system. The session voted to use funds from the 
“undesignated” Memorial Fund up to $2500 in order to 
buy equipment recommended by Mr. Sharp. 

In New Business the Session voted to request that 
Clifton be excused from attending the November 19th 
Presbytery Meeting.  

The Stated December Session meeting was 
scheduled for December 6, 2020 at 12:00 noon in the 
fellowship hall. Conference calling will be available.  

Pastoral concerns of the church were discussed and 
Susan Sharp Campbell adjourned the meeting with 
the prayer. 

Prayer Concerns  
Natalie Wade, Helen & Jim Fleming, David and 
Linda Schmidt, Bedford McClintic, Brownie 
Dunn, Sue Wyman, Becky Hogan, Marie 
Reynolds, Max Gibson, Margert Hedrick, 
Charles & Jean Moody, Wilma Reynolds, Mary 
Elmore, Sue Larson, Jenny McClung, Covid-19 
infections, the children and teachers and staff a 
schools, Our church, The Crossroads 
Committee, and others illnesses and despair and 
sickness 

 

SESSION NEWS and NOTES 
By R. Houston Arbuckle, Clerk of Session 
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“SEEKERS” 
 “Take your son, 

your only son Isaac, 
whom you love, and go to 
the land of Moriah, and 
offer him there as a burnt 
offering”. Why would 
God ask such a thing? 
Would God ask such a 
thing?  Gary W. Light 

who has served as a professor of biblical studies and 
as a pastor in Peru and the United States raises these 
questions and gives his ideas as the author of the 
Seekers’ study about Abraham. Be part of the 
“Seekers” school class beginning at 10:05 on 
Sunday mornings on Zoom as well as in the 
church’s fellowship hall. If you plan to join by 
zoom, the web site is: 
https://us05web.zoom.us/j/81653323584. If you 
need a passcode it is: 654321. When you want to 
join by telephone, dial: 1 646 558-8656. The ID is: 
81653323584. There is no individual ID, just hit #.  
The passcode is 654321. 
 I’m still trying to learn Zoom, so if you have 
trouble, let me know.  rharbuckle@suddenlink.net 
or phones 304 645-6597 and 304 646-7049. You 
can get me during class using the 304 646-7049 
number. 

I am looking forward to studying together, 

Houston Arbuckle, Leader 

 

 
Clifton Presbyterian Church’s annual Helping 
Hands program has been vastly appreciated by the 
staff, teachers, and especially the students of the 
three chosen schools.  During last year’s Christmas 
season, three nearby elementary schools each 
received $300 to be placed in their special funds 
which are used to help their students when they 
encounter a time of great need.  These schools were 
Creighton, Frankford, and Lewisburg Elementary 
Schools.   
   We placed donations in envelopes hanging from a 
small Christmas tree in the narthex.  The little tree 
and envelopes will be there on the last three 
Sundays of 2020, but most of the donations will 
probably be mailed to the church with “Helping 
Hands” on the “for line” of checks.  
 

Helping Hands Donations from 2019 

 
Left to Right-Larry Davis, Chair of Mission Committee; Joanne 
Persinger, Missions Committee; and Donna Nickel, Principal at 

Crichton Elementary and member of our church 

https://us05web.zoom.us/j/81653323584
mailto:rharbuckle@suddenlink.net
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A MATTHEW 25 EVENT 
 

 
  

A Zoom event sponsored by the three WV Matthew 
25 Presbyterian Churches 

Bream Memorial Presbyterian, 
Clifton Presbyterian  

& 
 1st Presbyterian of Dunbar,  
Sunday, December 20, 4:30-6:00 PM 

70 minutes of stories and 20 minutes of questions 
and discussion with attendees 

 

 
 
   Geraldine Buckley: Prison and Hospital Chaplain, 
Storyteller, Writer, and Speaker 
Geraldine will be telling stories in a program named 
for a her Blog on her webpage, “Pandemic 
Parables”, which she published from July 10 to 
August 30. 
   She was the Chaplain at the largest men’s prison 
in Maryland and later at a hospital in Fredrick, 
Maryland.  In addition, she became a professional 
storyteller and speaker of great renown throughout 
the eastern United States and several other 
countries.   

One of Our Own: 
   The Rev. Stephen Baldwin, 
pastor of the Ronceverte 
Presbyterian Church was just 
recently chosen to the be the 
new Minority Leader in the 
West Virginia Senate.  Most of 
you know that Stephen grew-up 
in this church, and he still has 
strong connections with this 
church family.   

   Stephen and his wife reside in Ronceverte along 
with their son Harrison.  He has served on the 
Session of this church; he has been part of the youth 
of this church; and he has preached in this church 
many times.  We are proud to say he has been a part 
of our church family.  Congrats to Stephen. 
 

 
Laying on of Hands 

      On Sunday, January 10, 2021we will be having 
a service of Ordination and Installation of our new 
Elders serving on the Clifton Session.  As is the 
custom there will be a “laying on of hands” as part 
of the service. 
   Due to Covid-19 that part of the service has been 
changed.  We are asking that all former ordained 
Elders and Deacons make a copy of a tracing of 
you hand and send it to the church by January 3.  
We will then use those symbols of your hand for 
the service.  If you make more than one copy, we 
shall make sure that each of the new elders receives 
those hands as a memory of this special day. 
   More next month on the New Elders elected and 
willing to serve as Elders in our Church. 
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Meet A Church Family 
(Developed by Lynne Bostic of Congregational 

Care Committee) 
This Month’s Family-The Millers: Cindy, Ron 

and the many 
(information provided by Ron) 

 
1. What brought your family to this area? 

Cindy and I decided to come back home 
after finishing Seminary so that we could 
raise our children in this wonderful valley.  
This was home to me, and it was a place that 
Cindy loved.   

2. Where else have you or your family lived? 
Cindy was raised in Portland, Ct., right 
outside of Hartford.  We met at Shepherd 
University.  We have lived in Lewisburg, 
Louisville, Ky.; Nutter Fort, WV; Spencer, 
WV; Louisville, Ky. (2nd time); and then 
here on the farm.  We have been here for 
over 34 years. 

3. What is your family’s favorite food?  
Cindy likes Crème Horns?  I like any food, 
but one I really enjoy is Cindy’s Swedish 
Biscuits, a family recipe from her Swedish 
grandmother. 

4. Where does your family like to vacation? 
Vacation?  What is that?  We work and 
enjoy it.  Cindy does like to go to the beach 
(I do not go anywhere where the fish can eat 
me), and I like to stay at the farm and work 
on projects. 

5. What is your favorite family tradition? 
I suppose we have many traditions, but our 
Christmas Season Dinner is always a 

favorite.  It started many years ago on 
Boxing Day but was moved to Christmas 
Day due to the birth of our youngest Son on 
Boxing Day.   

6. Does your family have pets?  What kind 
and how many? 
We have a dog we inherited from our 
grandson; a cat we inherited from Cindy’s 
mother; and a cat that adopted us years ago. 

7. What instruments do members of your 
family play? 
Cindy plays a guitar, piano, and fife.  I play 
nothing-sadly. 

8. What is your favorite scripture or quote? 
Mine is John 11:35-Jesus Wept.  It is the 
shortest, but it says much of my own 
Christology.  Cindy likes I Corin. 13:13 

9. What movie depicts your family? 
National Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation 
due to my crazy love of Christmas lights.   

10. What are the games that your family like 
to play when together? 
Rook was the family game for my family.  
Setback was Cindy’s family game.   

 
Every Sunday Morning on Facebook Live and also 
on You Tube.  Join us on-line if you cannot make 
worship in person.   
Seekers Sunday School Class 
https://us05web.zoom.us/j/81653323584 

passcode is 654321. 
 
Wednesday Evening Bible Study 

https://us05web.zoom.us/j/8430683852?pwd=MEkrM1dOcGc
zU0F5SWw0cEhLOGI0UT09 
 
Meeting ID: 843 068 3852  Passcode: 122520 

https://us05web.zoom.us/j/81653323584
https://us05web.zoom.us/j/8430683852?pwd=MEkrM1dOcGczU0F5SWw0cEhLOGI0UT09
https://us05web.zoom.us/j/8430683852?pwd=MEkrM1dOcGczU0F5SWw0cEhLOGI0UT09
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Dec. 6 

 
 

Dec. 13 

 
 

Dec. 20 

 
Christmas Joy Offering 

 
Pandemic Parables Program 

(See Page 5) 

 
 

Dec. 24-Christmas Eve 
A Virtual on-line Service 

(See Page2) 

 
 

December 25 

 
 

December 31 
New Year’s Eve 

 
 
 
Contributors and Help on December Newsletter 
Larry Davis 
Houston Arbuckle 
Lynn Bostic 
The Matthew 25 Committee 
Alice Roth-Once again prepared our Newsletters to 
be mailed.  She is a big help in getting this to you. 
 

 



 
Next Issue January 2021 

Jan. 1-New Year’s Day 
 

Jan. 6-Epiphany 
 

Jan. 10-Baptism of the Lord Sunday 
Communion Service 

Installation and Ordination of New Elders 
 

Jan. 17-Start of Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
 

Jan. 18-Martin Luther King Day 
 

See you at the Church (or On-line) 
 
 
 
 

 

Clifton Presbyterian Church 
PO Box 200           

16512 Seneca Trail North          
Maxwelton, WV 24957   
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